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The following demographic and behavior variables were examined as potential confounders

of the association between age of drinking onset and later behavior: current age, sex, race/ethnicity

(white non-hispanic, black non-hispanic, hispanic, other), education, marital status, smoking status

(current, former, never), illicit drug use status (current, former, never) and alcohol dependency

(current, former, never). Alcohol dependency was determined along DSM-IV guidelines through the

AUDADIS structured diagnostic interview.
6

Statistical Analysis All statistical analyses were conducted using the SUDAAN statistical package to

account for the complex survey design and oversampling of NLAES in the estimation of both effects

and their standard errors. We focused on respondents who reported drinking ever in their lifetime

(n=27,081). The univariate associations between age of drinking onset and drinking and driving

outcomes and demographic and background behavior characteristics was tested using a modified chi

square analysis that adjusts for the sampling design. Logistic regression explored whether age of

drinking onset was associated with each of the drinking and driving outcomes, controlling for

potential confounding from demographic and behavior characteristics including alcohol dependency.

The overall significance of the relations between different ages of drinking onset and study outcomes

in the logistic models were tested through a chi-square statistic comparing models with and without

the set of indicator variables representing age of onset. We examined whether the potential

association between age of drinking onset and drinking and driving outcomes persisted after

controlling for alcohol dependence because of the established relationships between alcohol

dependence and drinking and driving and between age of drinking onset and alcohol dependency.
8

We also examined the potential relationships between age of drinking onset and drinking and driving

behavior in the subset of respondents who were never alcohol dependent (n=21,713).
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